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UM LAW SCHOOL TEAM WINS TOP AWARDS
AT REGIONAL JESSUP MOOT COURT COMPETITION
MISSOULA—
A third-year University of Montana law student brought home the Best Oralist Award
and joined her teammates in capturing a second-place award for best legal briefs at a regional
meet of the Phillip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition.
Julie Johnson of Helena won the UM School of Law’s first oralist prize in its five
years at the prestigious Jessup Competition, earning the highest oral argument scores among
more than 50 participating law students. Twelve teams represented law schools from the
Pacific Northwest and upper Midwest at the regional competition, held in early February at
Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minn.
Competitors argued a timely and complex law problem about computer hacking,
cyberterrorism and the difficulty of regulating the Internet across international borders.
Students researched this hypothetical problem and presented oral and written pleadings as if
before the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands.
UM ’s Jessup team comprises Johnson and fellow third-year law student Taudd Hume of
Spokane, Wash., along with second-year students Kim Dudik of Missoula and Eric Harris of
Austin, Texas.
The team, which was a member short due to a late withdrawal, missed first place for its
-more-
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memorials, or briefs, by only three points in a 600-point grading formula. The team also
narrowly missed entry into the final round.
In preliminary oral rounds, UM won two against law school teams from the University
of Minnesota and the Detroit College of Law, and lost two against Seattle and Willamette
universities. The University of Michigan captured the overall prize.
UM Jessup team coaches are adjunct law faculty members David Aronofsky and Sally
Cummins. Aronofsky is UM ’s legal counsel, while Cummins is a lawyer for the U.S. State
Department.
Named in honor of a former U.S. member of the world court, the Jessup Competition
was organized in 1959 by the International Law Students Association to test law students’ oral
and written skills on issues of international law. It is co-sponsored by the American Society of
International Law. More information is available online at www.ilsa.org.
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